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CURRENT POST  Personal Chair, Medical Dermatology, University of Edinburgh, and Honorary Consultant
Dermatologist, NHS Lothian.
Principal Investigator, Centre for Inflammation Research

| am a practising clinical dermatologist for half the week. In my university time my research is focussed on
mechanisms of effect of ultraviolet radiation on systemic health, and on eczema in which | carry out both
clinical and bench research

Further information at: https://www.research.ed.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/richard-weller(b59ff560-1756-
497d-81d8-ab17082a4f5b).html

UNIVERSITY AND PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION

2006 FRCP (Edin)

2000 MD (University of London)

1998 GMC Specialist Register (Dermatology)

1990 MRCP

1987 MB, BS, St Thomas' Hospital, London

CAREER SINCE GRADUATION AND CURRENT APPOINTMENTS

Current appointment

2002- Honorary Consultant and Substantive Senior Lecturer (2002), Reader (2016), Professor (2022),

NHS Lothian and University of Edinburgh
Research training.
2000-2002 Research Fellow, University of Pittsburgh Medical Centre,
1999-2000 Research Fellow, University of Edinburgh. Dept of Dermatology;

1998-1999 Research Fellow, Heinrich-Heine-Universitat, Disseldorf, Immunobiology.
Dermatology training.

1996-1998 Lecturer in Dermatology & Hon'y Senior Registrar, University of Edinburgh;
1994-1996 Registrar in Dermatology, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary;

1993-1994 SHO, St John’s Institute of Dermatology, London.

General Medicine training

1991-1992 Registrar in General Medicine, Cairns Base Hospital, Australia;

1988-1991 Medical SHO rotation, South Tees Hospitals (now James Cook University);
1988 SHO in General Medicine, Bishop Auckland Genera | Hospital.

1987-1988 Pre-registration House Physician, West Cumberland Hospital.

1987 Pre-registration House Surgeon, Burton on Trent General Hospital.

MEMBERSHIP OF AND CONTRIBUTION TO LEARNED SOCIETIES AND JOURNALS

NHS Research Scotland- Dermatology lead 2017-2025

Scottish Dermatology Society- President 2023-2025

British Association of Dermatologists- Executive Committee 2023-2025

NICE and SMC dermatology advisor on several technology appraisal boards for eczema therapeutics.
British Society for Investigative Dermatology (former treasurer)

Society for Investigative Dermatology (USA. Formerly European representative and then Chairman of the
committee running the fellows programme at the annual meeting)

European Society for Dermatological Research

Editorial Board Member- British Journal of Dermatology; Skin Health and Disease

TEACHING AND SUPERVISION

2006-ongoing Programme Director, M Med Sci programme

This is a one year research Masters Programme for medical graduates. | developed the programme and am
responsible for its overall running, as well as student selection, the core teaching elements, and arranging
speciality specific supervisors and research projects. Students on the course often undertake clinical research
projects, and | teach on this area.

Postgraduate student supervision and examination.

| have supervised 8 PhD and 1 MD student and 12 Research Masters students.
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| have been external examiner for 15 PhD or MD students and am external examiner for 2 Masters
programmes. Nominated as ‘University teacher of the year’ by the Edinburgh student society in 2012.

Esteem indicators:

1. | have been invited/plenary/key note speaker at >40 International meetings

2. Invited member of various policy advisory boards, including the National Cancer Institute panel on sun
exposure guidelines for the National Academy of Sciences, USA and an invited reviewer for UN
Environment Effects Panel in 2022.

3. Significant public engagement work including a TED talk viewed >1.3 million times
(http://new.ted.com/talks/richard weller could the sun be good for your heart), public lectures in
locations from the Barcelona CosmoCaixa Science Museum to Cabaret of Dangerous ldeas at the
Edinburgh Fringe.

4. Grant reviewer for MRC, UNESCO and Deutsche Forschung Gemeinschaft. Paper reviewer for Nature
Medicine, Journal of Investigative Dermatology, BMJ and most leading dermatology journals.

Clinical and Research Activity

My clinical and research activities are closely intertwined. | have described a novel pathway by which UV
mobilises NO from stores in the skin to the systemic circulation with widespread cardiovascular and metabolic
effects. | continue this research looking at the mechanism and wavelength dependence of this pathway in skin
and its effects on areas of systemic health other than cardiovascular disease.

| run a specialist eczema clinic in my NHS time and am actively engaged in eczema research as an investigator
and steering committee member of the A*STAR registry study in the UK, and have been principal investigator
on a number of commercial clinical trials, including DUPISTAD (Phase 3), EUROSTAD (data research), KPL-716
(Phase 2) and SUNLIGHT (Phase 2). | am also co-supervising 2 PhD students studying different aspects of the
immunology of eczema. Under my leadership we have appointed the first Dermatology NRS Clinical Research
Fellow (Dr Claire Leitch) and jointly we are just appointing our first dedicated dermatology research nurse with
commercial trial derived funding.
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