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Dr. M. Catherine Maternowska 

Professor, Violence Prevention for Young People, University of Edinburgh, Scotland ▪ catherine.maternowksa@ed.ac.uk  
  

Education 
 
1996 Doctorate (PhD), Socio-Medical Sciences, Graduate School of Arts & Sciences & School of Public Health, Columbia 

University, NY, USA 
1986  Master of Public Health (MPH), Population Planning & International Health, University of Michigan, Michigan USA 
1983  Bachelor of Science (BSc Econ), Social Geography, London School of Economics and Political Science, 

University of London, London, UK 
 
Employment 
   
2021- present  Professor, Violence Prevention for Young People, Moray House School of Education, University of 

Edinburgh, Edinburgh, Scotland; Co-Editor in Chief, Child Protection and Practice, a joint journal 
with ISPICAN and Elsivier  

2017 – 2021 Lead for Data, Evidence and Learning, SDG Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children, 
Geneva, Switzerland 

2013 – 2017  Senior Researcher, Violence Prevention, Innocenti—UNICEF Office of Research, Florence, Italy   
2010 – 2012 Regional Advisor, Violence Against Women and Children, Child Protection, UNICEF, Eastern and 

Southern Africa Regional Office, Nairobi, Kenya 
2001 – 2009  Assistant Professor, Department of ObGyn and Reproductive Sciences & Department of 

Anthropology, History and Social Medicine, San Francisco, CA USA    
1990 – 2000 Executive Director, The Lambi Fund, a charity addressing human rights in Port-au-Prince, Haiti 

 
 
Research Projects 

Global / Multi-Country  
 
2023-present Principal Investigator, Collective Rhythmic Drumming as a Therapeutic Agent for High-Risk 

Adolescents, Binks Hub, University of Edinburgh seed funding ($USD 8000; start 03/2023) 
2022-present Principal Investigator and co-Director, Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Solutions Hub with 

Sexual Violence Research Institute, Together for Girls, and WeProtect Global Alliance ($USD 4.7 
million; start 01/2023) 

2013 -- 2017 Co-Principal Investigator, Multi-Country Study on Drivers of Violence Affecting Children with 
University of Edinburgh, grant from UNICEF Office of Research, Innocenti and Government of Italy 
($USD 750,000) 

2004 – 2011 Co-Principal Investigator, Services to Improve Emergency Obstetric Care in Haiti, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania and Kenya with the University of California, San Francisco. Goldman Family Fund ($USD 
500,000) 

 
Eastern and Southern Africa  

2012 -- 2013 Principal Investigator, Perceptions of Misoprotol among Providers and Clients in Zimbabwe with 
University of Zimbabwe, School of Medicine. World Health Organization ($USD 65,000) 

2011 – 2013  Co-Principal Investigator, Acceptability and Feasibility of Screening for Intimate Partner Violence 
in a Public Health Care Setting in Kenya with the Population Council. Swedish International 
Development Cooperation ($USD 150,000) 

2008 – 2010  Senior Investigator, Economic Opportunities for Zimbabwean Adolescents with the University of 
Zimbabwe-University of California Collaborative Health Programme, Harare, Zimbabwe. National 
Institutes of Health ($USD 750,000) 

2008 -- 2009 Principal Investigator, Health & Human Rights Programme: Paralegals and GBV/Sex Workers and 
Police Brutality with International Centre for Reproductive Health-International (Ghent University). 
Open Society ($USD 65,000) 

 
Americas 

2000-2006 Co-Principal Investigator, Family Planning, Access, Care, Treatment (Family PACT) Program. 
State of California, Sacramento, CA ($USD 3 million annually)  
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2002-2004 Principal Investigator, Hard-to-Reach Populations and Barriers to Family Planning Services 
among Mexican Immigrants in California: Gender, Power and with University of California. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Pop Affairs, US Department of Health and 
Human Services ($USD 450,000) 

   
 
Selected Publications 
 
Book  

 
Maternowska, M.C. Reproducing Inequities: Poverty and the Politics of Family Planning in Haiti. (2006). Medical  
              Anthropology Series. New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers University Press.    
 
Chapters in Books 
 
Maternowska, M.C. and Fry, D. Childhood Studies in Practice. In: Tisdall, E. Kay M (ed) Critical Childhood Studies: Global 

Perspectives, Bloomsbury Publishing, London. (forthcoming 2023)  
Maternowska M.C., Fry, D., Potts, A., & Cassey, T. (2020). Beyond Risk Factors: Structural Drivers of Violence Affecting 

Children. In: Balvin, N. Chrisite, D. (eds) Children and Peace. Peace Psychology Book Series. Springer, Cham.  
Austrian, K., Bruce, J. & Maternowska, M.C. Early Empowerment: Working with Adolescent Girls in Kenya and Haiti (2016).  

In: Dworkin, S., Ghandi, M. & Passano, P. (eds) Women’s Empowerment and Global Health: A Twenty-First Century 
Agenda. Oakland, CA: University of California Press.   

 
Peer Reviewed Articles  
 
Nace A, Maternowska C, Fernandez B, Cravero K. (2021).  The Violence Against Children Surveys (VACS): Using VACS 

data to drive programmes and policies. Global Public Health. https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2021.2010116  
Ballet, J., Konaté, F., Kouamé, S., Maternowska, C., & Olié, L. (2021).  Child protection policy: Understanding drivers of 

violence affecting children in Côte d’Ivoire. Development Policy Review. https://doi.org/ 10.1111/dpr.12548 
Maternowska, M.C., Shackel, R. L., Carlson, C & Levtov, R.G. (2020). The global politics of the age–gender divide in violence 

against women and children. Global Public Health. https://doi.org/10.1080/17441692.2020.180578 
Pereira A, Peterman, A., Neijhoft, A., Buluma, R., Daban, R,, Islam, A., Kainja, E., Kaloga, I., Kheam, T, Johnson, A., 

Maternowska MC, Potts, A., Rottanak, C., Samnang C., Shawa, M., Yoshikawa, M., & Palermo, T. (2020). 
Disclosure, reporting and help seeking among child survivors of violence: a cross-country analysis. BMC Public 
Health, 20(1): 1051. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-020-09069-7  

Kardefelt-Winther, D. & Maternowska, C. (2020). Addressing violence against children online and offline. Nature Human 
Behavior 4, 326. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-020-0825-x 

Palermo T., Pereira A., Neijhoft N., Bello G., Buluma R., Diem P., Aznar Daban R., Fatoumata Kaloga I., Islam A., Kheam T., 
Lund-Henriksen B., Maksud, N., Maternowska M.C., Potts A, Rottanak C., Samnang C., Shawa M., Yoshikawa M,. 
Peterman A. (2019). Risk Factors for Childhood Violence and Polyvictimization: A Cross-Country Analysis from 
Three Regions. Child Abuse & Neglect, 88: 348-361. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2018.10.012 

Maternowska, M. C., Fry, D., Potts, A., & Casey, T. (Eds). (2018). The Multi-Country Study on the Drivers of Violence 
Affecting Children: Giving Complexity Clarity. [Special Issue] Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies, 13(S1): 1-75. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2018.1476748 

Maternowska, M. C., & Fry, D. (2018). The Multi-Country Study on the Drivers of Violence Affecting Children:  
  An Overview. Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies, 13(S1): 12-25. https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2018.1476748 
Le Hong, L, Vu Thi Le T. & Maternowska, M. C. (2018). Applying the Integrated Framework for Violence Prevention: A case 

study on physical violence in Viet Nam. Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies, 13(S1): 36-51. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2018.1476748 

Pells, K., Morrow, V,  Maternowska, M.C.  & Potts, A. (2018) A socioecological approach to children’s experiences of 
violence: Evidence from Young Lives, Vulnerable Children and Youth Studies, 13:sup1, 26-
35,  https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2018.1476746 

Maternowska, M.C., Potts, A., Fry, D., & Casey, T. (2018). Research that Drives Change: Conceptualizing and Conducting 
Nationally Led Violence Prevention Research, Miscellanea UNICEF Office of Research - Innocenti, Florence. Online 
publication: https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/991-drivers-of-violence-national-research.html 

Chigiji, H., Fry, D., Mwadiwa, T. E., Izumi, N., Baago-Rasmussen, L., & Maternowska, M.C. (2018). The Risk Factors and 
Health Consequences of Physical and Emotional Violence Against Children in Zimbabwe: A Nationally 
Representative Household Cluster Survey. BMJ Global Health, 3 (3): 1-12. https:///doi: 10.1136/bmjgh-2017-000533  

https://doi.org/10.1080/17450128.2018.1476746
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Meinck, F., Fry, D., Ginindza, C., Wazny, K., Elizalde, A., Spreckelsen, T., Maternowska, M.C., & Dunne, M. (2017). 
Emotional abuse of girls in Swaziland: Prevalence, perpetrators, risk and protective factors and health outcomes. 
Journal of Global Health, 7(1). https:///doi :1-12. 10.7189/jogh.07.010410 

Maternowska, M.C., Potts, A., & Fry, D. (2016). The Multi-Country Study on the Drivers of Violence affecting Children: A 
cross-country snapshot of findings. Florence: UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti. Online publication: 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/874-the-multi-country-study-on-the-drivers-of-violence-affecting-children-a-
cross-country.html 

Undie, C., Maternowksa, M.C. Mak’anyengo, M. & Askew, I. (2016). Is Routine Screening for Intimate Partner Violence 
Feasible in Public Health Care Settings in Kenya? Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 31(2), 282-301. https:// 
doi:10.1177/0886260514555724 

Undie, C., Maternowksa, M.C., Mak’anyengo, M. & Askew, I. (2015). What Women Think: Hypothetical notions of screening 
for intimate partner violence in Kenyan hospital Settings, BMC Proceedings, 9 (S4): A6, 
http://www.biomedicentral.com/1753-6561/9/S4/A6 

Maternowska, M.C., & Fry, D. (2015). Understanding the drivers of violence: A step-by-step guide to conducting preliminary 
research around what drives violence. Florence: UNICEF Office of Research – Innocenti. Online publication: 
https://www.unicef-irc.org/research/pdf/440-TOOLKITstep-by-step_28Sept2016_OK.pdf 

Dunne, M., Choo, W., Madrid, B., Subrahmanian, R., Rumble, L., Blight, S & Maternowska, M.C. (2015). Violence Against 
Children in the Asia Pacific Region: The Situation is Becoming Clearer. Asia Pacific Journal of Public Health, 27(S), 
65. https://doi: 10.177/1010539515602184   

Maternowska, M.C., Mashu, A. Moyo, P, Withers, M. & Chipato, T. (2015). Perceptions of misoprostol among providers and 
women seeking post-abortion care in Zimbabwe. Reproductive Health Matters, 22(44): S1, 16-25. https://doi: 
10.1016/S0968-8080(14)43792-3 

Maternowska, M.C., Withers, M. and Brindis, C. (2014). Gender, masculinity and migration: Mexican men and reproductive 
health in the Californian context. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 16(7/8): 989-1002.  

Temmerman, M., Maternowska, C., & Othigo, M. (2009). Organising referral and health care for survivors of sexual   violence; 
an example from Mombasa, Kenya. Tropical Medicine & International Health, 14:20-20.  

Dunbar, M., Maternowska, M.C., Kang, M. Laver, S. Mudekunye-Mahaka & Padian, N. (2009). Findings from SHAZ! A 
Feasibility Study of a Microcredit and Life-Skills HIV Prevention Intervention to Reduce Risk Among Adolescent 
Female Orphans in Zimbabwe. Journal of Prevention and Intervention in the Community, 38(2):147-161. 
https://doi:10.1080/10852351003640849  

Maternowska, M.C., Estrada, F., Campero, L., Brindis, C., Vostrejs, M. & Herrera, C. (2009). Gender, Culture and 
Reproductive Decision-Making among Recent Mexican Migrants in California. Culture, Health & Sexuality,4:1-15. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13691050903108688 

Israel-Ballard K.A., Maternowska M.C., Abrams B.F., Morrison P, Chitibura L., Chipato T., Chirenje Z.M, Padian N.S., 
Chantry C.J. (2006). Acceptability of heat-treating breast milk to prevent mother-to-child transmission of human 
immunodeficiency virus in Zimbabwe: a qualitative study. Journal of Human Lactation: 22(1):48-60. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/089033440528362.PMID:16467287 

 
 
Global Research Academic & Policy Partnerships 
 
2022—present  IMAGINA - Centro para la promoción del bienestar de la infancia adolescencia, Universidad de los 

Andes, Bogotá, Colombia & Liverpool Voluntary Counselling & Testing (LVCT), Nairobi, Kenya, 
and USAID. Young researchers capacity development to address stigma, disclosure and help-
seeking for violence prevention as part of multi-country study.    

2020—2021 INSPIRE Accelerators Programme with Brazil (Federale Universidade de Pelotas), Cote d Ivoire 
(Université de Abidjan), Colombia (Universidad de los Andes) and Uganda (Makerere 
University) and the Data Collaborative for Children with UNICEF. Training of early career 
researchers to map the data landscape and conduct regional (Africa, Americas, Asia and Europe) 
systemic reviews of INSPIRE interventions, in 8 languages, to identify `SDG accelerators’ for most 
effective and rapid violence reduction. 

Colombia INSPIRE Coordination Course, ICBF Colombian Family Welfare Institute (Instituto 
Colombiano de Bienestar Familiar), Bogatá, Colombia, USAID-HEARD Implementation 
Research, Centers for Disease Control & Prevention and SDG EV Partnership. Eighteen-week co-
designed course to build government policy implementation skills and localise National Action Plans 
for Children.  

 

https://doi/
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2018—2020 Leadership Development Programmes (LDP)—peer-to-peer, interactive policy & practice learning 
platforms for senior level influencers in government using a multi-sectoral approach, sponsored by 
the SDG End Violence Partnership. 

 

LDP 2020—Activating Multisectoral Engagement with Cambodia, Canada, Colombia, 
Philippines, and Uganda (online,12 weeks) to build improved advocacy and communications 
across health, education, social work, and police/justice ministries and jurisdictions.  
 
LDP 2019—Evidence-informed National Action Plans with Cambodia, Colombia, Philippines, 
and Uganda (Scotland-based,1 week) to build evidence-informed National Action Plans. Convened 
a multi-sectoral delegation to use problem solving, idea innovation and collaborative thinking to 
move high-level national planning into viable ground-level implementation. 
 
LDP 2018--Implementation Research for Preventing Violence Against Children with Honduras, 
Philippines, Uganda, and South Africa (Scotland-based 1 week) to introduce core activities 
around effective, measured implementation of WHO INSPIRE violence prevention interventions.   

 
2010—2012 Muhimbili University of Allied Health Sciences, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania & University of 

California, San Francisco, CA. Senior researcher for a body of work to build a public health 
curriculum around youth healthcare work force.  

 
2010—2015 University of Zimbabwe-University of California Collaborative Health Programme. PI for a 

body of work and practice around safe abortion care and curriculum development with UZ School of 
Medicine, Department of ObGyn.  

 
2003—2009  INSP—Instituto Nacional de Salud Pública, Curenavaca, Mexico & University of California, 

San Francisco, CA. PI for body of work around cross border sexual and reproductive health care 
programming. 

 
Research Leadership  
 

2023—present  

2022—present  

 

2020—present  

 

2020—present 

 

2019—present 

 

2017—present   

Member, Binks Hub Advisory Group, a partnership of individuals, organisations, artists, and 
academic researchers creating social impact locally and globally.  

Scientific Member, INSPIRE Advisory Group, a WHO-led global working group overseeing the 
global guidelines technical package for violence against children leadership and vision.   

Global Leadership Committee, Brave Movement, a survivor-centred global movement to end 
childhood sexual violence. 

Leadership Team, Our Voices University Network, a consortium led by University of 
Bedfordshire, 42+ universities working to reduce child sexual abuse and exploitation by 
developing, evidencing, and championing ethical child-centered practice and research. 

Expert Member, Disrupting Harm, a 14-country (Africa and SE Asia) investigation into online and 
offline child sexual abuse with UNICEF Innocenti, ECPAT, and Interpol.  

      Expert Member, Together for Girls Leadership Council, a consortium of national            
governments, UN agencies and private sector organizations to prevent and respond to violence. 

2017—present Scientific Member, Evidence for Better Lives, a partnership between Institute of Criminology, 
University of Cambridge and 8 universities building a global cohort study to tackle violence 
against women and children in 8 urban sites around the world. 

2016—2021 

 

2015—2020 

 

 

Member Steering Committee, Social Norms Learning Collaborative, a consortium of 
Georgetown University, advancing social and gender norms theory, practice and measurement.   

Invited Scientific Advisor, Global Early Adolescent Study, a partnership between Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health, WHO and implementation partners in 8 sites around the world. 
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